
     Summertime                
 
 
This is an arrangement of the tune "Summertime"  by George Gershwin from, I believe the musical "Porgy and Bess". 
This is a great tune and it lends itself to guitar very well. Written in a minor key it has a  very blusey feel and  
sits nicely around the familiar "blues box" pattern. 
I borrowed this arrangement (ok - stole) from the late great jazz guitarist Emily Remler who said she worked up 
this tune to play in music stores so that she would be taken seriously by the staff! Before she died Emily made a  
couple of tutorial videos for Hot Licks which I thoroughly reccomend.   
I have included the chord forms that are featured in this arrangement and also the basic "lead sheet" so that those 
of you that are not so familiar with the song can work on the melody. 
 
The actual solo version of Summertime combines melody notes followed by chordal accompanyment in a call and 
response format. The melody itself is not too diffcult and falls resonably under the fingers in most instances. 
Take some time to study the chords to familiarise yourself with any that may be new to you. Bm11 for instance. 

 

 
Chords for Summertime 

 
 
These are the chord forms used in my solo arrangement of  "Summertime" 

 

     
 
      Most of them should be straight forward to finger.  you might find  the Bm11 & D9 chords a little difficult at first. 
      Take some time to study them and take note of the fingering of the Bm11 chord. 
 

PaulT
Note
There are audio files to accompany this article. Just click on the paperclip icon to activate them 



The Solo Arrangement of Summertime 
 
When you come to  the solo version of the tune it is  up to  the individual player to interpret this arrangement as 
he/she sees fit. 
 
When I play it I do not adhere strictly to the written  page, using the notes as a guide only. 
 
The player can also experiment with the chords. Try different voicings, leave some chords out, using improvised fills 
in their place. 
 
You can Listen to my version as a guide then try it out for yourself. I like to play it fingerstyle but it works equally 
well with a pick. 
 
Good luck and have fun.  
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